
Training approach #2: Playing against Leela Zero restricted to a 1 

node search.  

Using Nibbler to play a Leela 1-node match 

Assumptions 

1. You have a working Leela Zero installation already (see another work instruction for 

guidance on this) 

Step-by-step 

A. Download Nibbler  

1. Go to https://github.com/rooklift/nibbler 

2. Within the introductory text, click on the Releases link. 

3. Download the latest version for Windows (2.1.6 at the time of writing) 

 

 

 

4. Here I click on nibbler-2.1.6-windows.zip and download it to my PC 

5. Double-click on the downloaded zip file and extract it to a folder of your choosing. 

6. Double-click on the nibbler.exe file to start up the program 



 

 

B. Configuring Nibbler to use your Leela Zero installation 

1. Choose the Engine tab and then Choose Engine 

2. Browse to the folder where you placed your Leela binary and the network weights file 

 



 

3. Select the lc0.exe file and click on Open 

4. You should now see something like the following output: 

 

C. Playing Leela on one-node search 

1. Select Engine then Node limit – auto-eval / play and set this to 1. 

 

2. You can play White or Black against Leela. You can flip the board by choosing 

Display and then Flip Board 

3. If you want to be White, you can make a move and then choose Play and then Play 

this colour.  



 

4.  If you want to be Black just choose Play and then Play this colour from the starting 

position.  

5. As you can see, you can also make a number of moves on the board and then make 

Leela play that position.  

6. Once the game is finished, export the game via File and then Save this Game.  

 

7. The game will be saved in pgn format.  


